
    What is the Gospel? 
 
What is the nature of this good news?  It is the good news of a victory, in particular, a 

military victory.    Armies that were away from home engaging in military combat would 

send a runner with the report of the battle’s outcome to the anxiously awaiting king and 

citizens back home.  Typically, the citizens would post a watchman on the gate of the 

city and it was his task to keep scanning the horizon to identify the first signs of the 

oncoming reporter.  The watchman could perceive the conclusion of the battle very 

quickly.  If the runner’s shoulders were drooped, his head bowed down, his arms 

hanging loosely and his feet dragging in the dust, then these were sure indications that 

the battle was lost; this was bad news.  The entire population would be distressed and 

sorrowful for they knew that the defeat of their army meant the enslavement of the 

people by their conquerors.  Times of trouble and difficulty lay ahead.   

On the other hand, if his face was aglow, his arms pumping vigorously, his back erect 

and his feet moving swiftly, spilling up dust as he ran confidently and joyously back to 

the city, then the watchman would discern that the battle was won; this was good news.  

In this regard, his feet were said to be beautiful.  We read this declaration in the words 

of the prophet Isaiah who, in proclaiming the good news of Judah’s return from exile 

states: “How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, 

who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, 

who says to Zion, "Your God reigns." ”  52:7.  Here the good news is God has provided 

salvation to his people by restoring and reconciling them to himself.  As a result of his 

act of bringing peace to his people, the public testimony is “your God reigns.” The 

following verse records the joy of the watchmen: “The voice of your watchmen-- they lift 

up their voice; together they sing for joy; for eye to eye they see the return of the LORD 

to Zion.”  v. 8. 

This was a time of unrestrained rejoicing and spirited celebration.  The victorious army, 

marching into the city bearing its disgraced prisoners of war and other war booty in the 

parade, would be received into the city with loud chants and cheers from the king and 

the population.    

The question we are to ask ourselves is why focus on his feet?  For example, why not 

declare how beautiful is the voice of he who brings good news?  After all, does not the 

messenger vocally declare the message?  Clearly, in the first place the answer lies in 

the fact that  the feet were the primary mode of transportation, and could be said 

correctly to be the bearers of the messengers.  In the second place, the picture evokes 

memories of the Greek God Hermes, the messenger of the gods, who, along with 

Mercury, his Roman counterpart, was portrayed as having wings on his feet and a 

wreath on his head.  This is the picture that is described in Isa 52:7 which Paul also 

quotes in Rom 10:15 in relation to the gospel: “And how are they to preach unless they 

are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good 

news!"” 


